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L E T T E R 

TO THE 

LORD MAYOR, &c. 

Gentlemen, I Have always had the higheft Regard 

for your Sentiments in Matters which 

concern the Public; for as Trade is the Sup¬ 

port of Great Britain, and as it is by that 

we are enabled, not only to defend ourfelves 

from the ambitious Views of France, but 

likewife to protedl our Neighbours from the 

Encroachments of that reftlefs Nation ; fo in 

you that Trade centers. By you, chiefly, 

the Government is fupported, in all Cafes 

where confidcrable Sums of Money are ne- 

ceflary; and as it is from you the Govern- 

B ment 
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ment derives its chief Support, fo your lute- 

reft obliges you to fupport a Government 

which intends nothing but the Public 
Welfare. 

My Intention by this Letter, is, to lay 

before you my Sentiments honeftly, and 

without Difguife; and as I have neither 

Port nor Pen ft on, nor any Thing in View 

but tne Welfare of my Country, I thall be 

pleafed to be correfted, in any thing where 

you think I do not reafon juftlv. 

When Mr. Pitt came into Power, the Na¬ 

tion was in a kind of Lethargy. por near 

forty Years before, one would think his 

Predeceftors, in the Adminiftration, had 

nothing elfe in View, but to get a Majority 

in a certain Houfe ; and if that was obtain¬ 

ed, there feemed to be an Indifferency 

whether we or France had a Superiority in 

the Eajt or Weft Indies, in America, or any 

where elfe. Mr. Pitt roufed us from that 
l 

Lethargy, 
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Lethargy, and {hewed the World what 

Great Britain could do, when its Strength 

was properly exerted ; and every impartial 

Man mud be fenfible, that his Country 

owes him great Obligations, for what was 

done in theEaft and Weft Indies, and in North 

America, during his Administration : but, 

at the fame Time, he involved his Country 

in much greater Connexions on the Con¬ 

tinent than ever any Minister did before 

him ; which cod us Such immenfe Sums as 

mud have ruined his Country, had there 

been a Continuance of that Expence. His 

Friends faid he was obliged to go into thefe 

Connexions againd his Will, in order to 

have it in his Power to proteX our valuable 

Concerns where our Trade lay ; and I own 

I believed it was fo, from the many Profef- 

fions he made againd our being concerned 

in a War on the Continent, till he made that 

extraordinary Speech in the Houfe of Com¬ 

mons, after the Death of the late King, 

wherein he faid, we had conquered America, 

2 2 Guar da- 



Guardaloupe, &c. in Germany —A 

Speech, which I fhould not have thought 

him capable of making, had not Gentlemen 

of Honour told me they heard him pro¬ 

nounce it. 

Is there any Man in Britain, the leaft 

acquainted with France, who does not know, 

that, befides the Troops they fent to Germany, 

they had two hundred thoufand more at 

Home ? and that had it not been for the Su¬ 

periority of our Fleets, the only Bulwark of 

Britain, they not only could have fupported 

their Settlements every where, but have en¬ 

dangered Great Britain itfelf, nay, inflaved 

it ? The prefent Miniflry found their Coun¬ 

try under an intolerable Burden, by Con¬ 

nexions with Germany; and every Man, 

who confidered Things coolly, and with 

Judgment, faw, that, without withdrawing 

ourfelves from thefe Connexions, it was im- 

poffible for this Nation to continue to carry 

on the War at Sea with Spirit, where alone 
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we could ferve our Country effe&ually, the 

Expence of both being beyond our Strength. 

Let us then confider what the prefent Mini- 

ftry has done in this Situation. They had 

Refolution to refufe to renew the Treaty with 

the King of Prujjia, which anfwercd no 

oood End as to Great Britain, and was 
£> 
made only to anfwer Genr.an Views ; and 

was fo far againft our real Intcreft, that, in- 

flead of railing a Balance of Power againft 

the Houfe of Bourbon, which was the View 

King William fteadily purfued, that Balance 

was weakened, by creating two great Powers 

in Germany inftead of one, by which France 

had an Opportunity of playing the one againft 

the other. 

The refulins to renew thisTreatv, though it 

was mod rational, and faved the Nation fix 

hundred and feventy thoufand Pounds a-year, 

vet was not popular, as it was an Oppofition 

to Mr. Pitt's Meafures, who, by his Succefi'es 

at Sea, had gained an univerfal Popularity; 

but as it was evidently for the Intereft of 

Great 

t 



9™* Britain, fo there is nothing that thews 

o much a noble and great Mind in a Mini- 

fitr °r ^tate> as to purfue Meafures for the 

good of his Country, when he knows thefe 

Meafures are not approved of by the un¬ 

thinking Multitude, who fee not into the 

Bottom of Things. 

, The Prefent Minidry, being fonfible that 

the Continuation of a War in Germany, muff 

loon ruin this Country, by exporting our Cafh, 

lo as to renaer us incapable of either protedt- 

ing our Trade, or carrying on our Manufac¬ 

tories, very wifely judged it to be for the 

public Intereft to make Peace : So that the 

only Queflion is, whether the Terms offered 

by ]'ranee, aie worthy of our Acceptance? 

What they are, the Public does not know 

witli any C ertainty j but it is evident, that ' 

the Terms mentioned in the public Papers 

are much better than thofe agreed to by 

Mr. But • and if fo, is it reafonable to rail 
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at the prefent Minifter, and extol Mr .Pitt, 

who agreed to worfe Terms ? Mr. Pitt had 

agreed, that the French foould have Liberty 

to fifh in the North American Seas; that Li¬ 

berty is refolded now by the Preliminaries 

to narrower Bounds: Mr. Pitt had agreed to 

deliver up our Conquers in the WeJ't. Indies, 

excepting feme of the Neutral Iflands; the 

prefent Preliminaries does no more. Mr. Pitt 

had made no Provifion againft the Encroach- 

ments of France from Louifiana; the Preli¬ 

minaries now, give us all the Country on the 

Eaft of the River Mijifppi, by which, as we 

are Mahers of Canada, all North America 

iS ours, and all our Settlements there fecured 

againft any Danger, and the Inhabitants as 

much quieted in their Pofofoons as they 

are in England, as it was the French who 

forred up the Indians againft us: And, as the 

Exports of our Manufactories to that Part 

of the World amounts at prefent, as appears 

by the Cuftom-Houfe Books, to between two 

an three Millions yearly; and as, in every 

fourteen 
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fourteenYears, the Inhabitants are computed 

to double in that Part of the Word, in peace¬ 

able Times ; the Export, fourteen Years 

hence, mu ft be between four and five Mil¬ 

lions, and in twenty-eight Years to about 

nine Millions, and fo be always on the In- 

creafe. Is not this a noble ProfpeCt for Fo- 

fterity ? And as the Value of the Land in 

Great Britain depends on our Trade and 

Manufactories, what infinite Advantages may 

not Great-Britain expeCt from this valuable 

Acquisition ? 

By thefe Preliminaries our Trade is fe- 

cured in the Bay of Honduras, and on the 

Mufqueto Shore ; by which, befides the im¬ 

mediate Advantages arifing from that Trade, 

we have a Door opened to lupply the Spanijh 

Settlements with our Manufactories. This 

was no way fettled by Mr. Pitt ; nor indeed 

could it well be, as we had then no War with 
« 

Spain. As I converfe with many worthy Ci¬ 

tizens, I fhall take Notice of fome Objections 

I have 
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I have heard amongft them to the Prelimi¬ 
naries put in the Papers. 

The chief Objedion is, again ft the Li¬ 

berty of hilling granted to France, as this is 

their chief Nurfery for Sailors; and the'fe- 

cond is, giving them back their Sugar Wands, 

which yield to them about Two Millions ' 

yearly, and maintain feveral thoufand Sailors; 

and, as we are now in Pcffeffion of thefe 

Things, and as our Power at Sea puts it out 

of the Power of France and Spain to take 

them fiom us, it feems to be our Intereft to 

reftore none of them to France, our mortal 
Enemy. 

There is no Man in Britain a more fanguine 

Enemy to France than 1 am} nor is there any 

Body more convinced of the Advantages that 

would arife to my Country, by depriving 

France of any Share of the Piihery, and the 

Sugar Idands: And I am likewife fenfible 

of our great Superiority at Sea, which muft 
a 

C greatly 
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grealy increafe, by depriving France of their 

chief Nurfery of Sailors, and throwing that 

into oar Scale. But, alas! France knows 

how to balance Accounts with us; they 

know we are now at upwards of fix Millions 

Expence yearly, by oppoling them in Germany, 

they know we are no Match for them on the 

Continent; they can furnifh three Times the 

Number of Troops we can there, and main¬ 

tain them for half the Expence: They know, 

that, if we continue that Spirit of Don Quixo¬ 

tism, by dividing our Wealth amongft Ger¬ 

man Princes, to anfwer no good End to our- 

felves, it muff foon end in our Deftrudtion; 

and, therefore, we have no Choice, but either 

to abandon the Defence of German Domi¬ 

nions, or continue the War on the Continent, 

at the enormous Expence we do at pre* 

Pent; and even by doing fo, we are no Match 

for France, if they were in earned; to take 

yy_r. But that is neither their Intered: 

nor Intention: If they took it, that would 

put an End to the War there, and our Ex- 



pence on the Continent; and they are too 

wile not to fee, that it anfwers their Purpofc 

much better, to put us to the Expence of 

fix or feven Millions yearly, by fupporting 

the War there, than to put the Revenues of 

H-r in their Pockets, which is not a 

tenth of the Sum. This would be, in the mer¬ 

cantile Style, to trade at Nine Hundred per 

Cent. Lofs, and would be to be Penny wife 

and Pound Fool. France fpeaks this Lan¬ 

guage to us. You may keep the Sugar Iflands, 

and deprive us of the Filhery, by which we 

fhall lofe three Millions yearly; but, to ba¬ 

lance this, we will oblige you to continue 

the War in Germany, which fhall coll: you 

more than double that Sum : So that our 

Miniftry are brought to this fad Choice, 

either to abandon Germany, after their Pre- 

deceliors have thrown away about thirty 

Millions to defend it, or to give up to France 

what we have done. 

C 2 On 
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On conquering Things attentively, you 

muft be fenfible, that whatever Conceflions 

we are obliged to make to France, is to be 

cliarged to our Connections in Germany: 

Thefe Connexions we were brought into by 

the lalt Adminiftration, and not by the pre- 

ientand is it realonable to be angry at 

thofe who are endeavouring to relieve the 

Nation from thofe Connexions, which mull 

ruin us, if they were to continue; as they 

would oblige us to export a Quantity of Cafli 

yearly, exceeding the whole Produce of our 

Trade, and this on Account of Concerns 

in which we are not interelled ? 

We have been at War with France about 

thirty-five Years, during this fall Century, and 

probably may be as long at War with them 

during the next Century, as they are our na¬ 

tural Enemies; and, if we were to continue 

in that Phrenfy we have been under during 

this War, and maintain it with them, on the 

Continent, at the fame Expences the prefent 

War 
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War has cod us, for fome Years part, it 

will coft us above two Hundred Millions 

Sterling, which is four Hundred Years Pur- 

chafe of the Revenues of his Majefties do- 

minons in Germany. I hope, for hereafter, 

we fhall not concern ourfelves in German 

Quarrels, as we have done now; and if 

France, in a future War, fhall invade H-r, 

we fhall let them take it; and in place of 

it, take Poffeffion of all that France poffefTes 

any where but on the Continent of Europe, 

by which they will lofe a Million for everv 

hundred Thoufand they can get by H_r 

and we can indemnify his Majerty out of i | 

that, for the Lois of the Revenues of II—,r, I 

during the Time France poffelTes it. 
■ . 

This is tne only JVJethod to carry on a 

War with France to Advantage (fuppofing 

his Majefty to keep his German Dominions 

as his Property) and would prevent their 

going, to War with us, as they know our 

Superiority at Sea fecures the Dominions of 

Great 
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Great Britain; and this will prevent our 

being tributary to German Princes for its 

Defence, as we have been for many Years 

by-paft. 

There is likewife another Method to free 

us from any Concern in German Quarrels, if 

his Majefty chufes it, viz. to give his Domi¬ 

nions there to a younger Branch of the Royal 

Family ; and I think it can be demonftrated 

from the Principles of the Feudal Law, the 

Law by which the Fiefs in Germany are 

regulated, and by the Pra&ice in Germany, 

that this may be done, notwithftanding the 

Pains taken, by fome Germans about his Ma¬ 

jefty, to perfuade People, who are ignorant 

of that Law, that it cannot. And it is plain, 

that this would be for the Intereftof H-r, 

as well as ours, by freeing them from French 

Invafions, when France is at War with Great 

Britain. 

It is really fhameful to fee the Mix¬ 

ture of Ignorance and Spleen that appears 

in fome of the public Papers, not only 

againft 



againft: the Miniftry, but againft the Royal 

Family. I (hall only here take Notice of two 

Inftances, from amongft many. 

In a Paper called the North Briton, a few 

Days ago, the Author declares, he would have 

all of the Name of Stuart deftroyed, without 

confidering that the Royal Family derive their 

Right to the Crown from that Family, and 

without reflecting that there are many noble 

Families of that Name, a Multitude of Gen¬ 

tlemen, and many Thoufands of other People, 

who are as good Subjects as his Majefty has. 

All thefe, he thinks, ought to be put to 

Death, to pleafe a dirty Writer from a Garret; 

for it is evident, from many of his Papers, 

that he has not the Manners or Education of 

a Gentleman. 

This Author is likewife fo ftupidly igno¬ 

rant, as to publifh it as a Crime, in a Club 

of Gentlemen, that they call themfelves 

Britons: He has never, it feems, read the 

Articles 
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Articles of Union between England and 

Scotland, by which thefe Names are fwal- 

Jowed up in the Name of Great Britain-, and 

if that was not the Cafe, mud he not fee, 

that the Name of Briton is the mod honour¬ 

able that thofe in South Britain can take ? It 

was conquered by the Romans, then by 

the Anglo Saxons, and afterwards by the Nor- 

7hans; and is it not more honourable to be 

called by the Name given to the antient In- 

habitants by the Greek and Roman Authors, 

a Thoufand Years before the Anglo Saxons 

came here, and likewife by our own Hilfo- 

rians, long before that Time, than by the 

Name or any of three conquering Nations, 

who had no Right to polTefs the Country, 

but by fuperior Force ? 

The Name of Briton, inftead of Englijh 

and Scots, is now eftablifhed by Law, in or¬ 

der to fopite all Heart-burning and Animo- 

fity between the two Nations, which France 

had taken Care to excite for a Thoufand 

Years, 
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Years. But this Scribbler wants to revive that 

Rancour, which a War for many Hundred 

Years had occafioned between the Englifi 

and the Scots, and by which none but France 

profited. North Britain has furniihed, du¬ 

ring this War, between feventy and eighty 

Thoufand Men, againft the common Enemy 

to our Religion and Liberties. And the In¬ 

tention of this Paper feems to be to put an 

End [to that Harmony which fubfifts be¬ 

tween the two Nations; and I fhould believe 

the Author was a Hireling to France, was it 

not that the French are too wife to give their 

Money to lo bad a Writer. 

To conclude, I have not the Honour to be 

acquainted with the Noble Lord, reckoned 

now the Prime Minifter; but I hope, from the 
I 

Goodnefs of his Character in Private Life, and 

his extraordinary Abilities, that he will take 

Care of the Honour and Intereft of his Coun¬ 

try ; though I fee clearly that our Connections 

with Germany, which was a Mill-ftone hung 

D about 
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about our Necks, before he came into Power, 

muft be a great Draw-back on his good In¬ 

tentions ; which, I believe, are to do every 

Thing for the Public Wellfare: And as he 

has declared himfelf an Enemy to Corrup¬ 

tion, fo I hope he will make fuch a Peace 

as will be for our Intereft; and that he will 

take Care that we fhall not be ruined in 

Time, coming by Affairs on the Continent, 

in which we have no Concern, which has 

been our Situation for many Years paft. But 

let his Conduct in making the Peace, be 

youi Rule of Judging, and not Clamour 

founded on Prejudices. 

As to Newfoundland having been taken by 

the French, it muff have given Uneafinefs to 

every Well-wifher to his Country; but if the 

Miniftry were to be blamed, fo was Mr. Pitt: 

There were no more Ships Rationed there in 

his Time than now; and it is ftrange that 

the French did not take it feme Years ago. 

but, in my Opinion, the Fault lay in the 

Board 
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Board of Admiralty, before Lord Halifax 

was at the Head of that Board ; and it muft 

give univerfal Satisfaction that it is now again 

in our PofieiTion. 

t % 

As to Portugal, about which you feem to 

much concerned, luppoting that Spam fhould 

over-run it, it can’t be their Intereft to keep it. 

By the Superiority of our Fleet they can have 

no Benefit from the Brazils, and other Portu¬ 

guese Settlements; and wehaveit now in our 

Power to feize on all the valuable Parts of the 

Spanijh Weft Indies; and theKing of Portugal, 

by giving him Potleflion of thefe, may reap 

more Benefit from them than by the Revenue 

of Portugal, as he is under our Protection, 

and Spain muft fuffer a Lofs much greater, 

till it is reftored. 

As to malicious Stories, propagated induf- 

trioufly againft Lord B—e, as if he was not a 

iincere Friend to the prefent Royal Family ; 

his Mother was Sifter to the late Duke of 

D 2 Argyle, 
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ylr^yh’-y his Father died when he was very 

young, and he was educated under the In- 

fpedtion of the Argyle Family; a Family moll 

remarkable for their Attachment to the Re¬ 

volution, and the prefent Royal Family. So 

that Infinuation can make no Impreffion, ex¬ 

cept on thofe who know nothing of him, or 

the Noble Family he reprefents. It is the 

Fate of good Minifters, who are Enemies to 

Corruption, to be attacked by the corrupt 

and felfifh Part of Mankind ; as is evident 

from that great upright Minifter the Duke 

of Sully, in France, in Henry the Fourth's 

Reign, the Malice of whofe Enemies con¬ 

firmed him in the good Opinion of his 

Mailer. 

Under the prefent Adminiftration, Marti- 

nicoand the Havannah have been taken, which 

has occafioned a vifible Deje&ion, inftead of 

Chearfulnefs, on the Countenances of a Set 

of People who call themfelves Patriots, and, 

at the fame Time, Friends to a late Minifter. 

Is 
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Is this a Mark of Love to their Country, or 

of blind perfonal Subferviency ? 

It cannot be our Intereft to drive the Spa- 

niards from their large Pofleflions in the Weft- 

Indies; but I hope, from the extraordinary 

Penetration and Goodnefs of Heart, that the 

Earl of B—e is faid to poffefs, by thofe who 

have the Honour of his Acquaintance, that 

he will be able, by means of this laft Event, 

to detach Spain from France, and fettle ad¬ 

vantageous Terms with Spain for our Com¬ 

mercial Interefts, on a fure, lafting, and 

advantageous Footing. 

There never was a Stroke ftruck fo much 

for the Glory and Intereft of Great Britain, 

as the taking of the Havannah, the Key of the 

Spa'nifh Weft Indies; and I now long much 

to fee what the Authors of the Monitor, and 

North Briton, will invent, as a new Subject 

of Abufe againft the Minifter, after thefe 

two great Events, the taking of that Place, 

and 
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and the retaking of Newfoundland. And I 
• » +'i 

will take it upon me to affirm, that if he can 

draw his Country from our prefent deltruc- 

tive Connections in Germany, and make a 
. ' ’ % . ■ ' 

fafe and honourable Peace, every fenfible 

difmterefted Perfon mull look on his be- 

ing Minilter as the greateft public Bleffing 

that has happened to this Country, fmce 

the Acceffion of the Royal Family to the 
* • . | 

Crown; and, in particular, if he draws the 

Nation from their Connections on the Con- 
¥ ■ ' ‘ * * f 

tinent, he will difappoint the Views of the 

JacobiteSt whofe Hopes are only founded on 

this, that, by laviffiing our Blood and Trea- 

fure on the Continent, his Majefty might 

lofe the Heart and Efteem of his Britifj 

Subjects. • , 

I am, &c. 

BRITANNICUS. 
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